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 MAIN POINT        
Jesus is the worthy Lamb who has taken care of our greatest need and continues to 
meet our needs no matter what we face. 

 THINKING THINGS THROUGH                    
Connect the sermon to the study. 
 

1. When you hear the word “worship,” what comes to mind? Do we worship God just 
because of what He has done for us or because of who He is? Explain. 

2. In our society, what or whom do people worship instead of God? While we might 
not consider it worship, in the current global crisis, where are people drawn to place 
their hope and trust? 

Leader: The Book of Revelation is not just about Christ’s return. It is rich with imagery that 
is often hard for the uninitiated reader to interact. However, most of these difficult texts are 
about one basic concept—for Revelation 5, it is worship. Everyone worships something—
that’s how we were designed. But in our sinfulness, we often choose to worship things like 
spouses, success, or even sports teams. The throne room of God is the ultimate 
expression of worship. It is in the throne room that all bow before Jesus Christ, who is Lord 
of all. Currently, many are placing their hope in medical and governmental experts as we 
face the Coronavirus pandemic and we should certainly listen to those who have been 
given wisdom in these areas. Yet, even in these dark days, Jesus is the ONLY one we 
should focus on primarily, as He is worthy of all worship and will be faithful to care for our 
every need. 

DIGGING DEEPER                    
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic. 

> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ REVELATION 5:1-10.       

3. Why did John cry when no one could open the scrolls (v. 4)? What was at stake 
with the scrolls? 
 
 
4. What does it teach us about Jesus that He alone was able to open the scrolls? 
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Leader: Jesus alone is worthy of all praise and honor because He alone reveals the will 
of God. The Book of Revelation reveals that had the scroll not been opened, God’s 
Word, decrees, and judgment could not be made known. The scene John described is a 
frightening one because no one in the company of heaven was worthy to open the 
scroll—not Moses, not Joshua or David, nor John the Baptist. Yet, Jesus was worthy. He 
is the only One who could break the scroll, and for that, He is worthy of our worship. 
 
5. What titles were used to describe Jesus in this passage? How do these titles 
point to God’s faithfulness to His promises throughout history? Read John 1:29-
34. How did the picture of Jesus as the Lamb who was slain fulfill John the 
Baptist’s words in these verses? 
 
 
6. During a time of global fear, which of God’s promises might you cling to now? 
 
 
Leader: The elder described Jesus with two metaphors derived from the Old Testament 
that help us see the fulfillment of the biblical story. First, the elder introduced Jesus as 
the Lion that is from the tribe of Judah. This reference recalls Jacob’s prophetic blessing 
of his son, Judah (Gen. 49:9)—he was described as a lion’s cub from whom the scepter 
would not depart until the Messiah came. Second, the elder described Jesus as the Root 
of David. He alluded to Isaiah 11:1-9, a prophecy anticipating the Messiah’s coming from 
the line of David. John described seeing a Lamb standing, as if slain. The use of the 
lamb imagery recalls the entire Old Testament sacrificial system as it predicted the 
coming Messianic sacrifice. The paradoxical position of standing after death suggests 
the Lamb’s power to conquer death. 
 
> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ REVELATION 5:11-14.       

7. How do these verses describe those who observed the Lamb?  
 
 
8. What drew such worship from them? How should we respond likewise?  
 
 
Leader: John reported that every creature in heaven, on earth, and under the earth was 
ascribing to Jesus blessing, honor, glory, and power. The four living creatures said, 
“Amen!” and the elders actually fell down and worshipped Him. This is a picture of 
worship in spirit and truth. Jesus wasn’t only the lamb being led away to slaughter, but 
He is also the resurrected Lord. He isn’t fragile or weak. He isn’t harmless or defeated. 
He is alive and well, and He is worthy of all, worship, and praise. 
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9. How might Jesus’ greatness be a comfort in the current upheaval and chaos we 
are facing in the world?  
 
 
10. Read Psalm 139:1-12. In a time where it seems that there is so much for God to 
care for, how might these verses be a comfort that God is specifically present with 
you and caring for your individual needs? 
 
 
Leader: One theme of Psalm 139 is God’s presence in all places at all times. The 
psalmist felt blessed to enjoy an intimate relationship with his Creator. The psalm 
reinforces God’s careful, thoughtful work in the creation of each and every person. 
Everything in the psalmist’s life was under God’s all-seeing eye. He could only respond 
in light of his own limited knowledge: “Such knowledge is too wonderful for me” (v. 6). In 
a time of such uncertainty in the world, we can take comfort in the fact that not only is 
Jesus worthy of all, but He also intimately cares about our specific needs. 
 
 DOING LIFE TOGETHER                    
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives. 
 
11. Where are you currently placing your trust and hope in the midst of the 
coronavirus pandemic? How might you refocus on Jesus’ worthiness and 
personal care for you found in the verses we’ve studied this week? 
 
 
12. How might we seek to remind one another of these truths about Jesus in a 
season where we may not have opportunity to be together in person? What might 
it look like to shine the light of the good news of Jesus in quarantined world? 
 
 

CLOSING THOUGHT                    
God and your church love you. 
 

 PRAYER                    
Close in prayer, thanking God for the Lamb who was slain for the sins of the world. 
Thank God that Jesus is worthy in every way that we are not and for the reality that we 
have been restored to Him through the finished work of Jesus. Thank Him also for His 
deep intimate care for us and His continual presence with His people, no matter the 
circumstances we face. 
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 MEMORIZE & MEDITATE                     
Spend the week meditating on Psalm 139 and memorize Revelation 5:12. 
12 In a loud voice they were saying:  

“Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and 
strength and honor and glory and praise!” – Revelation 5:12 

 

 SPOTLIGHT ON THE PASSAGE  on the passage                     
 

REVELATION 5:1-14           
 
5:1 The right hand of God symbolizes power and authority. With writing on both sides echoes Ezk 
2:9-10, where God showed the prophet a scroll with words written “on the front and back . . . of 
lamentation, mourning, and woe.” The scroll John saw foretold woe (8:13; 9:12; 11:14), but it also 
disclosed God’s perfect plan (symbolized by the seven seals) of judgment and the redemption of 
his creation, which will culminate in the end times. Because the outer edge of the scroll was 
sealed, the contents could be seen only when all seven seals were removed. Thus, as the seals 
are opened in chap. 6, what takes place is not the content of the entire scroll, but only those 
judgments that precede it being fully opened. 
 
5:2-4 The apostle John was emotionally distraught because no one in heaven or on earth or 
under the earth was found worthy to open the scroll and read the destiny of the world. 
 
5:5-7 Speaking of Jesus as the Lion from the tribe of Judah echoes the messianic prophecy in Gn 
49:9-10. Christ was able to open the scroll and its seven seals on the basis of an accomplished 
fact—his death on the cross like a slaughtered lamb (Is 53:7; Jn 1:29). In the apocalyptic book of 
Daniel, horns stand for power and authority (Dn 7:8,20,24). God’s sending of the seven spirits 
immediately after the description of the redemptive work of the Lamb (5:6) may preview “the 
eternal gospel” being preached climactically to the entire world in 14:6-7. The Lamb taking the 
scroll out of the right hand of the Father signifies a transfer of authority, allowing the Lamb to fulfill 
the contents of the scroll (i.e., the judgments and other events of the rest of the Apocalypse). For 
a parallel account, see Dn 7:13-14. 
 
5:8 Believers’ prayers are described as filling golden bowls before the throne of God. The gold 
emphasizes their reality and exceeding value to God. The word saints means “holy ones.” These 
are not elite and exceptional Christians. Instead, the NT uses this term for all believers in Christ 
(Rm 1:7). 
 
5:9-10 The new song sung in heaven about Christ is inspired by his redemptive work, the 
shedding of his blood on the cross. The target group for redemption (described as every tribe . . . 
nation; cp. 7:9; 10:11; 11:9; 13:7; 14:6; 17:15, where the same terms are used in differing order) 
is the same group that is identified in the Great Commission: “all nations” (Mt 28:19). The 
reference to Christ’s shed blood and the phrase a kingdom and priests echo Rv 1:5-6 and may be 
partially fulfilled in heaven in 7:15. The promise that they will reign on the earth is fulfilled in 20:6. 
 
5:11-14 This scene looks ahead to the time when “every knee will bow...and every tongue will 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Php 2:10-11). 
 

 


