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 SERMON OUTLINE   

     

Celebrating the Full Implications of God with us 
 

1.  Celebrating his Teachings falls short  

                                                                                  He does more than change our thots 

 

 

 

2.  Celebrating his Rescue falls short  

                                                                                 He does more than change our 

circumstances 

 

 

 

 

3.  Celebrating his Transforming Redemption gets it  

                                                                                He changes us 

 

 

 

Embrace the celebration that God is with us To Transform us 

 
 What do I need to do with what I have heard today? 
 
 
 

 MAIN POINT        

Often as Christians, we want God’s presence and power but do not take time to get to 
know God and learn His ways. Christ followers should be desperate for and continually 
aware of God’s presence with them. 

 THINKING THINGS THROUGH                    

Connect the sermon to the study. 
 

1. What does it mean to be in the presence of God? 
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2. How is prayer related to being in God’s presence and recognizing that He is with 
us? 

Leader: Moses is a great example of someone who sought to know God better and had 
times of intimate prayer with God. While the Israelites worshiped an idol instead of God, 
Moses desired a deeper relationship with the one true God. Do you have a similar desire to 
know God better? As we recognize that God is with us, we are drawn into prayer and a 
deeper intimacy with Him. 

DIGGING DEEPER                    

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic. 

> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ EXODUS 33:12-16.       

3. What was Moses’ single request of God in verses 12-13? What was his purpose 
for requesting this from God? 

 

 

4. Why would Moses have felt the need for God’s presence (verse 14)? What 
previous events in his life might he have remembered as he sought the presence 
of God? How might you do the same? 

 

 

Leader: Moses wanted to make especially sure God’s presence would be with him each 
step of the way to Canaan. Moses then recalled God’s reassuring words that He knew 
Moses by name and that he had found favor in the Lord’s sight. Anyone who seeks to 
serve the Lord likely feels inadequate for the task. The same was true of Moses. Moses 
needed the Lord’s reassurance that he would not be alone as he fulfilled the mission 
God had for him. Moses reminded himself of God’s calling in his life and the availability 
of God’s presence to fulfill the task. Often as Christians, we want God’s presence and 
power but do not take time to get to know God and learn His ways. 

 

5. Review the events of Moses’ life that would have assured him that God would 
answer his request favorably. 

 

 

6. If the Lord were to withdraw His presence from your life tomorrow, would you 
notice a difference? Why or why not? 
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Leader: Moses was not afraid to ask God to demonstrate His presence among His 
people. He needed the assurance of God’s presence to lead him before he could lead 
the people. Often people in the church undertake ministries without a sense of God’s 
presence, God’s approval or blessing in the ministry, or His power. All church leaders 
lead in the church can take Moses’ plea for God’s presence to heart. They can pray in a 
similar fashion that God will grant His presence for the tasks He has called them to do. 

 

> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ EXODUS 33:17-23.       

7. God told Moses that he was favored in His sight. How have you experienced 
God’s favor on your life? How is the coming of Christ God’s ultimate favor with 
His people? 

 

 

Leader: This may include material blessings, but also seek to push people to less 
obvious areas of blessing in their lives. 

 

8. Why do you think Moses asked to see God’s glory? Have you ever seen the 
need to seek God’s glory? In what ways do we have the opportunity to see or 
experience God’s glory since we are unable to see His face? 

 

 

Leader: Moses, confident because of God’s answer to his first request (Ex. 33:13), 
made a second request of the Lord. He asked God to let him see His glory so that he 
would be assured of God’s presence. This word in other passages related to God often 
indicated God’s manifest presence. Moses had first prayed that God’s presence would 
be with him, but then he prayed that God would allow him to see His visible glory. 

 

 DOING LIFE TOGETHER                    
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives. 
 

9. As you consider your life, are you as desperate for the presence of God as 
Moses? What might this indicate about how your priorities might need to change? 

 

 

10. In thinking about God’s presence, what comfort is there in being reminded that 
Jesus has come as God with us? How should this change our daily lives? 

 

 

11. How can we as a group seek to be more aware of God’s presence and to 
encourage one another in this as well? 
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 PRAYER                    

Thank God in prayer that Jesus has come to earth as God with us. Pray for a greater 
desperation for and awareness of God’s presence in our daily lives.  

 MEMORIZE                     
15 Then Moses said to him, “If your Presence does not go with us, do not send us up from 

here. Exodus 33:15 

 

 

 SPOTLIGHT ON THE PASSAGE  on the passage                     
 

EXODUS 33:12-23          

 
33:12-17. Moses asked God to clarify his relationship with him and the people. Would he go up 
with them personally or not? Moses wanted to know more about God, and this tells us something 
about Moses' dynamic faith. Through all his adverse circumstances he grew in his faith and 
spiritual hunger. He wanted to know more of God's ways so the favor of God would rest not only 
upon him but on his people as well. God reassured Moses that his presence would go with them. 
 
33:18-23. When Moses asked to see God's glory, God agreed but with certain restrictions. He 
would pass by Moses and proclaim his personal name Yahweh to him. But Moses would not see 
the essence of God's presence. To see God in the sense Moses wanted involved knowing 
something of his person and character. God was not a man that he should lie nor the son of man 
that he should change his mind (Num. 23:19). God is sovereign and answers to no one, offering 
mercy and compassion only to chosen vessels. 
 
God chose to display his glory before Moses, who would stand upon a rock to behold the sight. 
As God passed by, he would put Moses in a cave or small enclosure in the rock and cover 
Moses. So Moses did not see God's face but his back. The expression was "anthropomorphic," 
which meant God used language that Moses could understand, although it did not convey with 
absolute precision every detail of Moses' encounter with God.  


