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SERMON OUTLINE        

January 31, 2016 Sermon Notes 
When Faith Gets Lost: Getting Caught in the Current of Culture        
1 Kings 22, 23 
 

1. Josiah initiated external reform: 
 

a. He repaired the Temple 
 

b. He cleansed the Temple 
 

c. He cleansed the Land  
 

2. What can we do to move closer to Christ and regain our calling to be salt 
and light? 

 
a. Allow God to transform us on the inside – we can’t settle for external reforms 
 
b. Continually make mid – course corrections in your walk with God 

 
c. Our gospel must be big 

            
 
Conclusion: What do I need to do with what I have heard today? 
 

MAIN POINT        

As our culture drifts more and more away from its Christian moorings His followers must 
seek him earnestly in order to turn back the tide of depravity. 

THINKING THINGS THROUGH                    
Connect the sermon to the study. 
 

1. Which do you believe to be the truest statement? A. Society is getting progressively 
worse. B. Information and news is more readily accessible and we simply know more of the 
bad stuff that is going on, therefore it only appears bad. C. The world is better now than it 
ever has been compared to the atrocities of human history. Why do you hold this statement 
as more true than the others? 
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Leader: This could be an interesting discussion. Some people are convinced society is 
getting worse, while others believe that because we now have more information at our 
fingertips than ever before things only appear worse. Some people may argue that society 
is actually getting better. There is likely a valid argument for each perspective. Have fun 
and don’t shy away from the debate. Keep in mind though the Bible is very clear that 
mankind will always degenerate once it frees itself from God’s truth (Romans 1:18-32)  

2. As you watch what is going on in our world what is your first reaction when confronted 
with the troubles of the world? (ie. depression, anger, hope, denial, etc,) 

Leader: People have different reactions. Some people turn to addiction to numb the shock, 
others lose hope and feel discouraged, some get angry. However, those who follow God’s 
ways ought to turn instead to God. He is the hope of humanity and the church is his tool as 
the hope of the world. Today’s lesson will dig into what God asks of us to help turn back the 
cultural drift. 

DIGGING DEEPER                    
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic. 

> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ 2 CHRONICLES 7:1-10____________________________ 

3. What does vs. 3 tell us about God that is worth remembering on a daily basis?  

 

Leader: God, in all his glory, ought to bring us to our knees in worship. They could not 
even look on his face. This phrase alone ought to inspire us to rethink everything about 
life. At the end of this lesson we will return to this truth as a framework thorough which to 
see all of life.  

 

4. If you could retrain yourself to remember the truth about God found in v.3 every time 
you are challenged by life what difference might it make in your own life? 

 

5. What stops many of us from living life the way the writer describes it in vs. 10? 

 

 

Leader: We can often slip into a negative view and forget that God has asked us to be 
participants in his task of redeeming a broken world.  

  

> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ 2 CHRONICLES 7:11-22                                        __________ 

6. Look at vs. 13 and 19-22. What does this glimpse into ancient history reveal to us 
about life in 2016? Are there any parallels? 
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Leader: Please be very careful not to make a 1 to 1 connection between this passage 
and modern day life. God was working with the Israelites under the old covenant and the 
cultural perception of that day that each nation had a god they served and the god 
protected them. The New Covenant in the New Testament does not make the same 
direct connection between God’s blessing and the state of his people. However, it is 
worth noting that even today, civilizations that practice living according to God’s ways 
tend to do better than those that do not.  

 

 7. Focus on vs. 14. What does God require of those who are seeking to live as His 
People and counter-cultural to the ways of the nations around them? Note the internal 
parts (my personal spiritual life) as well as the external parts (the world around me). How 
do they work together?  

 

Leader: The first portion lists some significant things. Our identity in Christ (my people, 
called by my name), Required Attitudes (humility, prayerful dependence on God) 
Required Actions (seeking his face, repentance from sin). As Rob mentioned on the 
weekend, we often place too much stock in our religious appearances and trappings that 
we neglect that the real work is the internal journey of growing spiritually.  

 

8. What does God promise the nation of Israel if they earnestly sought to live out those 
things listed in vs. 14?  

 

Leader: God promised that he would hear them, forgive them and heal their land. This is 
something though that involves us as not only active participants, but that we work on 
our own internal growth into God’s image while we transform the world around us. It’s 
not all about internal work, nor is all about social action, but a mix of both.  

 

9. Does vs. 14 challenge you to live your life differently as you seek God? If so, share 
what it motivates you to do.  

Leader: This verse indicates that God wants our devotion to him to result in fervent 
prayers for the world around us. We ought to watch/read the news in a way that compels 
us to pray. We ought to live our lives understanding that our individual attitudes and 
behaviors affect the strength of God’s church overall. We ought to see ourselves as 
change agents in the world.  

 

 DOING LIFE TOGETHER                    
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives. 
 
10. Discuss as a group what you might do on an individual level to become more 
proactive in engaging the world around you. 

Leader: This might mean taking democratic and political action like regularly writing your 
MP or MLA on issues that matter. It might mean keeping a journal handy to jot down 
things to pray about as you learn about what is going on in the world (ie. La Loche, Ab’s 
unemployment, Syrian Refugees, Ab’s transgendered policies, ISIS, etc). Brainstorm 
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and come up with some ideas. If they are really good share them with your church staff 
and perhaps we can encourage others to do likewise.  

 

11. As a group, what might you do to help live out vs. 14 and take action to not just 
survive in our changing culture, but perhaps even help move it from darkness into light? 

 

Leader: This could result in shared prayer requests, or emails/texts as you discover 
‘breaking news’, it might mean coming together more often for prayer, or men in your 
group meeting together biweekly to discuss how to spur one another on to turn from 
sin’s influence, etc. It could mean serving in some capacity, or supporting the raising of 
the next generation of Christians through camp work, mentoring, youth and children’s 
ministry, etc. Dream big- you, as a group of individuals, are the church, flush out that 
vision. 

 

12. Review 2 Chronicles 7:3. Combined with the potency of vs. 14 how are you inspired 
to seek God in the days to come?  

 PRAYER                    

Spend time in prayer as a group asking God to help each other stay faithful to him and then 
to turn back the cultural mess around us. 

FOLLOW UP                     

Midway through this week, send a follow-up email to your group with some or all of 
the following:  

• Remind them to continue to write their MLA’s about the gender policies in the 
school systems. 

• Send them one or two developing news stories from that days news. Ask 
them how Christians ought to engage on an issue like that. Is there a practical 
thing you could do? (for example, if the headlines cover a murder of a dad, 
would it be possible for your group to send a care package to the family left 
behind and pray for them?) 

• Remind them to be diligent in their pursuit of God. Our individual spiritual life 
affects the world around us.  

• Challenge them to memorize Romans 12:1-2 Therefore, I urge you, brothers 
and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. Do 
not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing 
of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—
his good, pleasing and perfect will. 
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 SPOTLIGHT ON THE PASSAGE                                                                         
 

MATTHEW HENRY’S COMMENTARY 1 CHRONICLES 7:1-22  

God's answer to Solomon's prayer. - God gave a gracious answer to Solomon's 

prayer. The mercies of God to sinners are made known in a manner well suited 

to impress all who receive them, with his majesty and holiness. The people 

worshipped and praised God. When he manifests himself as a consuming Fire to 

sinners, his people can rejoice in him as their Light. Nay, they had reason to say, 

that God was good in this. It is of the Lord's mercies we are not consumed, but 

the sacrifice in our stead, for which we should be very thankful. And whoever 

beholds with true faith, the Saviour agonizing and dying for man's sin, will, by that 

view, find his godly sorrow enlarged, his hatred of sin increased, his soul made 

more watchful, and his life more holy. Solomon prosperously effected all he 

designed, for adorning both God's house and his own. Those who begin with the 

service of God, are likely to go on successfully in their own affairs. It was 

Solomon's praise, that what he undertook, he went through with; it was by the 

grace of God that he prospered in it. Let us then stand in awe, and sin not. Let us 

fear the Lord's displeasure, hope in his mercy, and walk in his commandments. 


